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HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RELIGIONS
OF THE ANCIENT IRANIANS
IN PAHLAVI INSCRIPTIONS AND HISTORICAL MONUMENTS
OF THE LATE SASSANID PERIOD
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During different historical periods, one of the factors that has been important in all govern-
ments, Religion and the way it was developed have been to other geographical areas. During the
Sassanid era, religion, especially the religion of Zoroaster, became very important, and after many
years when there were different religions in Iran. At this time, the official religion, the religion of
Zoroaster, was announced. This caused the clergy to be more respected and the number of large and
small fire temples gradually increased, and religion penetrated all classes of society and even
minted government coins.

In this research, the issue of "History of development of religions in Pahlavi inscriptions
and historical monuments of the Sassanid era" will be addressed. According to the mentioned title,
all items such as coins, inscriptions, etc. will be examined. It should be noted that the coming to
power of the Sassanids was not without religious aspects. To be precise, religion was the main
factor in the power of the Sassanid government. In this regard, they created prominent roles
in order for religion to penetrate more in the society and to be lasting. And with other religions,

Zoroastrian clerics opposed and confronted.

Keywords: inscriptions, coins, bas—reliefs, classes of society, Sassanid era, Zoroastrian religion,

fire temples.

Introduction

One of the most important issues in all
governments is religion, Religion has beena
factor in building friendly relations between
countries and alliances between states,
but in some cases it has also been a factor
in war, Because every powerful government
wanted to expand its governmental and reli-
gious realm, as exemplified by the Crusades
that lasted for years.

However, this topic does not fit in this re-
search, because in this article, the develop-
ment of religions in the late Sassanid rule will
be discussed, which will be examined based on
the title of the inscriptions and the remaining
works.

It can be said that among the various
governments that came to power in pre- Is-
lamic Iran, the Sassanid government was the
only power that was not a sectarian monarchy
and had a fixed system of government and re-
ligion. During this period, the official religion
of Zarathustra competed with other religions
such as Mazdak religion and finally won and
the followers of this religion were scattered in
different parts of the government.

In general, it has been one of the main-
stays of the Sassanid government (religion

and clerics).

The situation of religions in the Sassa-
nid era

During the Sassanid rule in the Aryan
realm of Iran, three religions had a colorful
presence in society, which were: Zoroaster,
the official religion of the whole realm ofgov-
ernment, Christianity and Mazdak.

According to the view of Zoroastrianism,
Ahuramazda is the one who has chosen Zar-
athustra from the very beginning to prophesy
and propagate the religion and has commis-
sioned him to invite people to good deeds and
to keep them away from evil deeds that have
a demonic origin (Nusrat Khatun Alavi) .

At this time, after the recognition of the
religion of Zoroaster as the only sight in the
whole realm, the influence of the clergy in the
country and reciprocally the affairs of the
country increased to the extent that the kings
also used the opinion of the priests when mak-
ing decisions. But the other religions that
competed with Zoroastrianism were Christi-
anity, which was the largest religious minor-
ity after the Zoroastrians. Christianity was
spread by merchants and missionaries during
the Aryan period. The religion of Zarathustra
in this period had a strong competition with
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the religion of Christianity [8].

Christianity in terms of church struc-
ture and hierarchy, was not properly cohe-
sive and there was no unity between the
churches and the churches in different cities
were governed in different ways and this was
the reason that there was no discipline in the
Christian religious dynasty in Iran [8].

But along with these conflicts and reli-
gious differences between Zoroastrianism
and Christianity, a person named Mazdak
also introduced a new religion into Persian
society, which caused more problems for the
Sassanid government. The emergence of this
religion was at a time when society was suf-
fering from various crises such as social, eco-
nomic and, as mentioned before, a religious
crisis. Mazdak was opposed to the Zoroas-
trian religion and believed that the reli-
gion had distanced itself from justice, good-
ness, and righteousness and had gone astray.
Mazdak religion had reached its peak during
the reign of Ghobad and during the reign of
Khosrow Anoushirvan, the followersof this
religion were suppressed but still continued
to operate secretly [1].

The situation of the followers of reli-
gions during the Sassanid era

According to historical documents,
with the diversity of religions that existed
in the Sassanid era, different classes of soci-
ety also followed one of these religions, But
most of the followers were related to Zoroas-
trianism and Christianity and a few were fol-
lowers of Mazdak religion who lived and
worked secretly after the strictness of the
government, especially Khosrow Anoshir-
van, and after the tightening of the situation,
the conditions became difficult for the follow-
ers of Mazdaki. It so happened that the fol-
lowers either had to repent and return to the
religion of Zoroaster, or were punished, or
were forced to leave their homeland. But
here we must say about the situation of the
followers of the two religions of Zoroastrian-
ism and Christianity, who in some cases
lived together in peace and tranquility, and
in some cases that the two, The Sassanid
and Roman governments faced difficulties
and disputes, This dispute was also passed
on to the followers, and they also clashed
with each other, which caused the situation
in the country to be in crisis and the govern-
ment to be disorganized.

One thing to note is that the people

of any religion, as long as the society was
calm, held their customs easily, and when
there was a war between governments, espe-
cially over religion. The followers could
no longer easily observe their religious rites.

Existence of fire temples and religious
monuments

The fire temples of the Sassanid period
had special geometric shapes, in that the
building was designed in the shape of a domed
quadrangle, and the support of the four pillars
was strong, Because of the materials they used
in it, after centuries, traces of them still re-
main [7]. But based on the study of coins of the
Sassanid era, especially the coins of the reign
of Shapur I, the fire temple is shown as a large
column and a quadrangle [7].

There are many fire temples in different
parts of Iran, especially in Yazd, where this
type of architecture and the influence of reli-
gion can be seen. The buildings were designed
and decorated in such a way that the visitor
was relaxed in this place, and by lighting in-
cense sticks and burning fragrant plants in the
sacred fire, they made the atmosphere pleas-
ant and relaxing.

Based on the available documents and
works, some scholars believe that the architec-
tural structure of the Sassanid period was very
much influenced by religious beliefs and all
buildings were built on this basis [3]. In the
past, bricks, stones, wood and mud and thatch
mortars were used to build buildings.

Religious customs during the Sasa-
nian period

In ancient Iran, especially during the
Sassanid rule in the Aryan territory, all
religious work was done by men. Performing
ceremonies, singing religious songs, etc. were
performed by men. During the Sassanid rule,
after the recognition of the religion of Zoroas-
ter as the unified religion of the whole realm,
the respect of the king and the Moghans in-
creased among the people [2].

At a time when the Zoroastrian reli-
gion was very influential in society, all
ceremonies and celebrations were influenced
by religious practices, In this way, first a part
of the Avesta book was read and fragrant
plants were poured and sacrificed in the holy
fire, and then the rest of the ceremonies were
performed and they celebrated and stamped
their feet.

They celebrated all the days, especially
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the days in the name of the goddesses
Anahita, Mitra and the birth day of Zara-
thustra, as well as when the moon and the
day were the same, and they also performed
religious rites.

How religions relate to each other

Coexistence between religions in a sin-
gle society is very important and necessary,
because religious differences will create
grounds for other differences [10]. One of the
factors that could have led to differences be-
tween religions has been ignorance and gov-
ernments, In the ancient world, according
to authentic documents, there were only two
superpowers, the Sassanid Empire in Aryan
territory and the Roman Empire in what
is now Europe, one of which had the official
Zoroastrian religion and the other the official
religion of Christianity and both govern-
ments at the time Peace and tranquility were
intertwined and traded, and followers of the
two religions lived in these two realms .

This trend continued until the Sassanid
rule weakened and became extinct and was
replaced by the power of the Arabs, who
spread the religion of Islam.

The influence of religion on the crea-
tion of remnants of the Sassanid era

Architecture is a physical document
that can show the power and history
of a government and a civilization. One of
these civilizations is the Sassanid rule, which
after thousands of years, there are still traces
of their power and architecture that by observ-
ing this building, one can understand its past.

In the Sassanid era, one of the most im-
portant issues in government was beliefs and
religion, which was so important that it had a
significant impact on the architecture of the
time. The architecture of the Sassanid era was
such that it was influenced by native architec-
ture and arid areas of central and eastern
Iran [3].

The architecture of this period has a lot of

variety, including: residential buildings, pal-
aces, religious buildings, castles and military
fortifications, bridges, etc., but the remains that
remain are mostly palaces, religious buildings
and to some extent bridges and It is a military
fortification [6].

Religion caused the fire temples to be de-
signed to be covered and to have a special room
for the sacred fire.

Which works of the Sassanid era had
the greatest influence on religion?

In the Sassanid period, religion had its
greatest impact on the buildings of fire tem-
ples and palaces, in such a way that fire tem-
ples were designed in such a way that it had
a four — arched dome and a roofed corridor [9].

As mentioned in the previous section,
they had a special room for the sacred fire in
which the sacred fire was placed, and by doing
so, they wanted to stay away from any pollu-
tion, Because in Zoroastrianism, fire is a sa-
cred element and removes filth and dominates
darkness.

But the palaces, which were the most
important buildings after the fire temples, had
a regular layout with symmetrical axes
and a porch [9].

But religion and the influence of religion
can be seen through the interior decorations of
palaces, One of the religious elements was the
five - petalled lotus flower Which was a symbol
of life and hope that was used in architecture
and its example can be seen in Persepolis in
the stairwell that leads to the palace hall.

Simultaneity and connection be-
tween Zoroastrianism and Christianity
in the late Sassanid rule

During this period (late Sassanid) Chris-
tianity had spread almost throughout the
land, but this spread was greater in the west-
ern and southwestern provinces due to its
proximity to Christian centers and the terri-
tory of Roman rule, as well as the presence of
Semitic tribes and the settlement of Roman
captives [5].

As it has been said many times in the ar-
ticle, the followers of the two religions lived to-
gether peacefully during the peace between
the two governments, but during the war, this
peace turned into a storm between the follow-
ers and they quarreled like the governments.
From these relations, it can be concluded that
religion had penetrated into all aspects of peo-
ple's lives so much that with the slightest
move by governments, people's lives changed
dramatically because most governments
fought to expand their territory and dominate
their religion over the territory Has been rele-
vant.

Conclusion

Throughout the history of religion, it has
been a factor for peace and friendship and even
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war, in that whenever the two governments
wanted to expand their territory and were re-
ligiously different, they went to war And
whenever, for example, they got married polit-
ically and had a friendly relationship, the fol-
lowers of the religions lived and worked to-
gether in peace and friendship.

In this article, the history of the devel-
opment of ancient Iranian religions in the
historical monuments of the Sassanid era
was discussed. In this brief description of the
religion of Zoroaster, which was the official
religion of the Sassanid realm, Christianity
and Mazdak, which was opposed to the

religion of Zoroaster, is given.

But in general, it can be said that for cen-
turies, religion has been an integral part of so-
ciety that has also had an impact on the life,
architecture, customs and way of thinking of
individuals And according to historical docu-
ments, in some cases, religion and politics
have merged and competed for power.

But it is important to know that reli-
gion is always separate from politics and re-
lated issues, and that this is how both can be
properly controlled.
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®areme Xeitmapu Moudapen — maructp B chepe TypUCTHUUECKOTO MEHEIKMEHTA,
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N CTOPUA PABBUTHUA PEJIUTUI IPEBHUX UPAHIIEB
B ITEXJIABCKUX HAQIINCAX U UCTOPUYECKUX TAMATHNKAX
INO3HET'O CACAHUJACKOI'O ITIEPUOJIA

Dameme X. M.

B pasubie ncropuueckune rmepuoasl OOHUM U3 (PAKTOPOB, KOTOPEIM OBLI BasKeH MJIS BCeX IIPABU-
TEJILCTB, OBLIA PEJINTHS M TO, KAK OHA PA3BUBAJIACH B PA3JIMUHBIX reorpadrueckux obaacrax. B smoxy
CacauuoB peJinrus, 0CO0EHHO pesInrusa 30poacrpa, crajia oueHb BaskHou. Ilociie MHOruX Jet, Korma
B MpaHe cTanm cocylecTBOBATh pa3HbIe PEJIUTHM, 30poacTpa Oblia 00bABIEHA O(PHUIIATIBLHON PesIu-
rueii. OTO IPHUBEJIO K TOMY, UTO AYXOBEHCTBO CTAJIO 0OJiee yBAYKAEMBIM, M KOJMYECTBO OOJIBIINX W

- 47 -


mailto:Iranebastan00@gmail.com

Mcmpmecme HAYKH

MAaJIBIX XPAMOB OTHS IIOCTEIIEHHO YBEJIMYNJIOCH, 4 PEJIMIHA IPOHUKIIA BO BCe KJIACCH o01ecTsa. B mau-
HOM HCCJIeTOBAHUU OyHeT 3aTpoHyT Bompoc «VcTopus pasBUTHS PeJIMTAI B MEeXJIEBUNCKUX HAIIINCAX
¥ MCTOpUYECKUX namaTHukax smoxu Cacammmos». Ciiegyer oTMeTHTSh, uTo npuxon K Biactu Cacanu-
OB He OBLJI JIMIIEH PEeJIMI'MO3HEIX ACIIEKTOB. Kce/in OBITh TOUYHEIM, PEJIUTHUs OBbLIA IJIABHEIM (DaKTOPOM
Biactu npasuTeaberBa Cacanumos. B ¢BsA3u ¢ oTMM OHM BBICTPAMBAJIN CBOIO MOJUTHKY TAK, YTOOBI
pesurusa GoJIbIle IIPOHUKAJIA B 00IIECTBO M IPOYHO B HEM YKOPEHAIACh. JIpyruM ke pesIurusam 30po-
ACTPUMCKHNE CBAIIEHHOCILYKUTEJIN IPOTUBOCTOSIIN

Knrmouesoie ciosa: Hagmucy, MOHETEI, Oapesbedbl, KJIacChl 00IIecTBa, CAaCAHUACKAS 9II0Xa, 30P0-
aCTpHﬁCKaH peanrud, XpaMbl OTHA.
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